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Australia and Chevron Developing 

Energy, Jobs 
Nearly 100 years ago, a partnership was born. The year was 1911. Chevron’s history in Australia was off and running, with the 

marketing of petroleum products by a predecessor called The Texas Company. In 1952, another Chevron business teamed up 

with Australian partners to search for oil. They found it a year later. It was Australia’s first discovery of flowing oil.  

A string of discoveries followed. The most pioneering was on Barrow Island off Australia’s northwest coast. Today, Barrow is 

Australia’s oldest and largest onshore oil field.   

In the 1960s, Chevron joined another partnership – the Northwest Shelf Venture. They discovered huge volumes of natural gas 

in Australian waters, but to ship that gas to international customers, it had to be cooled and liquefied. So in the 1980s, the 

partners built the world’s largest refrigerator, chilling the gas to -256° F. The Northwest Shelf partners have been going strong 

ever since.  

And now, Chevron and partners are building a liquefied natural gas project whose size and complexity are unparalleled. It’s 

called Gorgon. Never has Chevron developed so much Australian gas in such deep water so far from shore. Gorgon will 

produce about 40 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. That’s enough energy to power a city of 1 million people for the next 

800 years. Chevron and its partners will remove much of Gorgon’s CO2, reinject it into a reservoir deep beneath Barrow Island, 

then they’ll deliver gas to Australia and liquefy it for shipment to international locations. It will be the largest CO2 injection project 

in the world, and it will create jobs – lots of jobs.  

Together, Australia and Chevron have not just created clean energy and vital jobs – through education, they’re helping develop 

Australia’s next generation of leaders and innovators. Call it energy’s next generation. And it will be made in Australia.  

 


