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Contractors at our Pascagoula Base Oil Project (PBOP) were surveying 

an old elevator shaft that was scheduled for demolition as part 

of the refinery’s $1.4 billion expansion. 

situation

The experts confirmed that the birds were Great Horned Owls and would 

probably leave the nest on their own in about six weeks. 

actions taken 

Each week we checked on the fledglings and documented their progress with photos. 

The project team was keenly interested to follow the owls’ progress as they 

became more active in their nest. 

results

Our actions were consistent with 
our goal to conserve biodiversity:

We strive to avoid or reduce the potential for significant impacts 

on sensitive species, habitats and ecosystems.

 

pascagoula owlets

We decided to delay 

the demolition and 

redirect our e�orts 

to another area. 

We also set up a 75-foot 

(23-m) exclusion zone to 

avoid disturbing the 

fledglings and prevent 

added stress on their 

mother. 

The entire team felt 

protective toward our little 

feathered guests and took 

pride that these creatures 

had made their nest 

among us.

Our workers in 

Pascagoula even had a 

naming contest and 

dubbed the two little 

owls “Pea” and “Bop.”

pascagoula

The Great Horned 
Owl is a powerful 
predator that can 
overcome large birds 
and mammals, but its 
diet primarily consists 
of mice, rats, lizards 
and frogs. 

Great Horned Owls are nocturnal. 
They often appear at dusk, sitting 
on fence posts or tree limbs at the 
edges of open areas searching for 
their prey. Their call is a deep, 
stuttering series of three to 
four “hoots.”

We discovered that ‘Pea’ and ‘Bop’ had departed 

their nest a bit ahead of schedule. We missed 

them but took pride in the fact that we had 

adhered to our policy of protecting wildlife and 

placed the owls’ safety first during the time they 

were with us.
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Wild Files is a new series on Chevron.com. 

The series will span the world to cover interesting examples of how 
we deliver on our commitment to environmental stewardship. 

Here, as in many of our future stories, our focus is on Chevron’s e�orts to avoid or reduce 
the potential for significant impacts on sensitive species, habitats and ecosystems. 

Fledglings of the species are mostly covered in flu�y down and have glowing yellow eyes and tawny brown facial discs.
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The Cornell Lab of Ornithology calls the Great 
Horned Owl “the quintessential owl of storybooks.” 
Large and thick-bodied, with two prominent 
feathered tufts on its head, the Great Horned Owl is 
also distinguished by its intimidating yellow-eyed 
stare and signature hooting call.

Recognizing that all birds of prey in 
the U.S. are protected, local fish and 
wildlife experts were contacted 
immediately for guidance on 
safeguarding the owls.

Two baby owls – known as “owlets” 
or “fledglings” – were discovered 
nesting in the structure, which rises 
125 feet (38m) above the ground.


